The Land League; the Boycott; and Mrs. CfShea

and then boomeranged and smote us tenfold; and the cumu-
lative effect of the whole of it was a general moral weakening
and a general degradation and a general cynicism and dis-
belief in either virtue or decency, in goodness or uprightness
or honesty* The Irregulars * * * made people ask them-
selves whether Ireland was worth saving, and whether it
was worth any man's while to trouble his head about anything
but himself* They demonstrated to us that our deep-rooted
belief that there was something in us finer than, more spiritual
than, anything in any other people, was sheer illusion, and
that we were really an uncivilised people with savage
instincts*"1

Mr* OHegarty, yielding to despair, goes on in the same
book2 to say that '* we have degenerated morally and spiritually*
The last years of the war were years of moral unsettlement,
of which waves of loot and materialism were the result* There
has been a grave increase in sexual immorality, and a general
abandonment to levity and dissipation* * * * Every country
in Europe had its riot of dissipation, I know, after the war * * *
and morally we have degenerated proportionately far more
than any of them***

But Mr* O'Hegarty's mournful account of the immediate
results of self-government in the Irish Free State is not an
account of something unique in the history of Ireland* The
outburst of crime which he deplores was paralleled, if not
actually exceeded, by the outburst of crime under the Land
League* We may acknowledge that such crimes are the
accompaniments of all efforts of misused people to attain
good government or freedom; and that what happened in
Ireland lately and in ParnelFs time happened also in Russia
when the autocracy was destroyed, and in France during the
Revolution* But we must not blind ourselves to the fact

1 The Victory of Sinn Fein, by P* S* O'Hegarty, p* 125*
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